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Dear Church Family… 

OUR PURPOSE…  

Building a  

community               

of people 

who are experiencing 

new life with God    

and with others,  

by believing in  

Jesus Christ,  

worshipping Him, 

and learning to live 

every day by the 

Word of God. 
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This coming Sunday, April 7, 
I’m going to be preaching 
from the story of the 
“healing of the crippled 
man” at the Temple gates.  
You can read about him in 
Acts 3:1-16.  It’s a fantastic 
story!  I’m calling my mes-
sage, “Resurrection Power – 
No Surprise!”   

What I found so interesting 
in the story is that after  
Peter heals the man and 
takes him into the Temple 
area, crowds come around 
the man and are surprised.  
In fact, Peter says in verse 
12… “Men of Israel, why 
does this surprise you?”  
What??!!  Why does this 
surprise you?  Is Peter            
naïve?  Has Peter gone 
mad?  Of course, it would 
be surprising!…  Wouldn’t 
it? 

But Peter doesn’t think it 
should be surprising.  Why?  
He explains in the next 
verse… “The God of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob, the 
God of our fathers, has            

glorified his servant Jesus.”  
That means God has resur-
rected Jesus.  That’s why      
it shouldn’t have been        
surprising.  If God can raise 
Jesus from the dead, then 
He can certainly heal a crip-
pled man!  That’s the point. 

The exact same power that 
God used to raise Christ 
from the dead is the power 
that he uses in our lives 
every day to give us eternal 
life and daily strength and 
hope and peace, etc., etc.  
The Apostle Paul said to the 
Ephesian church in Ephe-
sians 1:18-20… “I pray also 
that the eyes of your heart 
may be enlightened in order 
that you may know the 
hope to which he has called 
you, the riches of his              
glorious inheritance in the 
saints, and his incomparably 
great power for us who  
believe. That power is like 
the working of his mighty 
strength, which he exerted 
in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead…”  It’s 
the same power!!   

Let that sink in for a minute.  
God has used the exact 
same power in us.  Thank 
you God!  That’s such a 
huge concept.  It’s worth 
talking about for many 
weeks… which is exactly 
what I’m going to do this 
month… starting this Sun-
day, April 7.   

This Sunday we’re going to 
have a combined service in 
the gym at 10:45.  Everyone 
from first service, everyone 
from second service, and 
the Hispanic Church, as 
well.  We’re going to all 
come together in our            
EASTER SEASON KICKOFF 
SUNDAY.  Come on out at 
10:15 for coffee time and 
snacks, then the services at 
10:45, then more fellowship 
time afterwards.   

We’re going to exalt the 
name of Jesus and God’s 
RESURRECTION POWER! 

Love you all, 
Pastor Marcus 

West Hills News 

“The exact same power that God used to raise 

Christ from the dead is the power that he uses  

in our lives every day to give us eternal life and 

daily strength and hope and peace…” 
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Has your family or a family 
you know had added stress 
lately? New baby, illness, 
surgery, perhaps loss of a 
loved one or other situations 
that require extra time and 
energy. Your church family 
would love to be able to help 
by providing some meals. 
Pastor Ron has been featur-
ing the Meal Train ministry 
recently in the service and 
the March newsletter.  It is a 
ministry that we want to 
grow! The Deaconess Com-
mission coordinates the Meal 

Train with volunteers from 
the congregation providing 
needed meals.  

For families in need of some 
meals delivered with love, 
contact Sarah DuVal or one of 
the deaconesses. Sarah will 
get in touch to find out how 
often and for what period of 
time meals are needed, how 
many family members and 
any dietary restrictions.  

Please let us know if you 
would like to volunteer to 
help with this ministry! 

Meet the 2019 Deaconess 
Commission! 

New Deaconesses: Sarah  
DuVal, Carolyn Gutz and           
Susan Roberts. Returning 
Deaconesses: Brenda Craw-
ford, Sharyl Weber and Dana 
Thompson. Our assistants  
are Lynn Bathurst, Debbie 
Cherry, Millie Holmstrom, 
Anne Landoldt, Janet Quinn, 
and Irene Warren.  

Brenda Crawford 

Deaconess Commission... 

Sunday, April 7 at 10:45 a.m. Easter Season Kickoff 
No 9AM services/classes   in the Gym! 
Fellowship Time at 10:15 a.m. 
 
Sunday, April 14     Baptism Sunday! 
9:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
 
Wednesday, April 17   Holy Week Prayer Service 
7:00 p.m.     Child care available 
 
Friday, April 19    Good Friday Service! 
7:00 p.m.     Child care available 
 
Sunday, April 21    Resurrection Sunday    
9:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.   Services! 

Easter Season 2019 
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January 2019 – General Fund Giving: $39,762.46 
January 2019 – General Fund Budget: $46,838.92 
January 2019 YTD income/expenses: -$5,443.91 
 

February 2019 – General Fund Giving: $43,126.60 
February 2019 – General Fund Budget: $46,838.92 
February 2019 YTD income/expenses: -$4,588.23 
 

Since the Capital Campaign officially ended in April 2017, we have received monies given each 
month for the purpose of paying down the mortgage principal for the gym: 
 

January 2019 – $1,727.50  February 2019 - $2,476 
 

Thank you! 
Kim Shubin, on behalf of the Finance Commission 

Finance Commission... 

Elder Board... 

Christ is Risen!  We love to 
hear that anthem of Easter.  
As Christians, we strive to live 
in celebration of the resurrec-
tion year-round, but this time 
of year remains special.  The 
author John Irving wrote in 
his book, A Prayer for Owen 
Meany,  “Anyone can be sen-
timental about the nativity; 
any fool can feel like a Chris-
tian at Christmas. But Easter 
is the main event; if you don’t 
believe in the resurrection, 
you’re not a believer."  “If 

you don’t believe in Easter,” 
Owen Meany said. “Don’t kid 
yourself—Don’t call yourself 
a Christian.” 

 At the beginning of March, 
the elder board spent a day 
and a half at Camp 
Tapawingo.  We reflected on 
the meaning of discipleship.  
That is, how well we follow 
and grow in Christ.  We dis-
cussed ways that we could 
improve our own discipleship 
as well as create a culture of 

discipleship within West Hills 
Community Church.  You will 
be hearing much more about 
this in the coming months.  
Please continue to pray for all 
your church leaders as we 
work toward helping every-
one know the God of the 
resurrection a little more 
closely this Easter season.   

He is Risen Indeed! 

Jeremy Waldie 
Elder Board Chair 

Community Life Pastor... 

Two of the things that bring 
me great joy, encourage-
ment, satisfaction, and happi-
ness are working together 
with my church family and 
praying with people. 

I was so blessed last night, 
the 1st, by a great team of 
God’s servants who gave of 
their time and helped scrub 
and mop the whole gym 
floor.  We had youth up 
through those in their 80s; 
both males and females.  
There were 8 from our His-
panic congregation and 6 
from the English.  We had a 
lot of fun, learned some new 

skills, used a lot of teamwork, 
and had a satisfying sense of 
accomplishment!  It is good 
fun to work with your Chris-
tian brothers and sisters!!   

I am eagerly looking forward 
to this Saturday, the 6th, 
when we come together for 
our All-Church Clean-Up 
Day!!!   9 am to Noon.  Hope 
to see you there!!! 

I also have developed a deep-
er appreciation for praying 
together.   It is special and 
sweet to pray together!   
Whether with the Elders, 
with your home group, with 
the Wednesday night team, 

with your commission mem-
bers, with your family, with 
the congregation during the 
service, or with the email 
prayer chain pray-ers, it is 
special and sweet.  During my 
recent illness, I felt the love 
of people when they prayed 
for me and sent words of 
encouragement!!  There is 
power in praying together.  
Please, if you have not be-
come part of our community 
prayer warriors, give your 
email address to Lucille Alley 
at lucillealley@comcast.net. 

Serving & Praying Together, 
Ron McNinch 
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Raise a Mountain of 
Food for Others 

The Missions Commission 
goal is to relate West Hills’ 
support of our missionaries 
and ministries to the congre-
gation.  We do this through 
our Missionary of the Month 
highlights and various           
projects during the year.             
For April we are asking the 
congregation to help Hope 
Station, a faith-based non-

profit organization that helps 
people who are not receiving 
government assistance, but 
are having trouble meeting 
their basic needs. In ex-
change for their volunteer 
labor Hope Station members 
can select food, clothing and 
other household items at 
their warehouse. 

"Raise a Mountain of Food 
for Others" is the theme for 
the 2019 Hope Station Food 

Drive.  WHCC has been      
supporting Hope Station with 
a food drive for the last nine 
years donating over SIX TONS 
of food.  The food will be 
collected the first three         
Sundays in April.  If you have 
any questions about the food 
drive or volunteering at Hope 
Station please contact Mary 
Lou Carroll at 503-581-0720. 

Paul Alley 

Missions Commission... 

Hispanic Ministries... 

Children’s Ministries... 

Happy Springtime! God has 
been doing so much in Chil-
dren’s Ministries! 5th Grade 
Fun Nights have been such a 
wonderful time for me to 
connect with the older kids 
and prepare them for Middle 
School Youth Group. We had 
a lot of fun last week playing 
a blind fold listening game 
and meeting with our special 
visitor, a friendly goat named 

Jethro! Through our games 
and activities, we are able to 
learn more about who Jesus 
is—our Good Shepherd. 

On Palm Sunday, two kids will 
be baptized! It inspires me to 
see kids understand the gos-
pel, recognize their need for 
Jesus, and make a commit-
ment to follow Christ as their 
Savior. What a wonderful 
time of year to celebrate 

their expression of faith! 

I pray you are encouraged by 
the growth and faith of our 
children this Easter season. 

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom 
of heaven belongs to such as 
these.”’ (Mark 19:14) 

McKenzie O’Neil 

As we continue this month 
focusing our hearts, and 
minds, on Easter, remember-
ing the supreme sacrifice 
Jesus did for all of us, we are 
so thankful for the special 
place He has in our life and 
ministry.  

We are thankful to God for 
new opportunities to reach 
out to new families and kids 
with the soccer training cen-
ter on Saturdays mornings.  

We are thankful to God for 
new visitors in our church 
and especially for a new  
family joining us, Beery & 
Elizabeth Trujillo and kids.  

Serving God: We are so 
pleased to see the people              
in our church come along              
serving together in so many 
ways, with the setup, helping 
with the church program, 
worship, cleaning, and such a 
good spirit of unity in serving.  

Prayer Requests:  

• For God to keep our 
church strong in unity.  

• For the ongoing out-
reach to Salem Free  
Clinics, soccer events, 
etc.  

• Personal coffee times 
with new people, just for 

God to continue to open 
hearts for the Gospel.  

• Easter Season, inviting 
new people to church.  

Please never forget my family 
and I. We are 2 opposite  
continents far away from our 
families, Argentina/Romania, 
and that is the supreme price 
we missionaries pay for the 
Lord in the ministry. Now you 
are the family God provided 
for us here, please continue 
to pray for us as we adjust 
here and for God to continue 
to give strength and for His 
Providence. Ephesians 3:20 

In Christ Alone,  
Pastor Sorin  
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“I am the vine;     

you are the 

branches.                    

If a man remains 

in me and I in 

him, he will bear 

much fruit; apart 

from me you     

can do nothing.” 

        - John 15:5 

 

Burk Kleiber 04/11 

Jacob Pullin 04/15 

Genny Smith 04/16 

Jerry Waters 04/17 

Benno Fuchs 04/18 

Vera Moehring 04/18 

Lowell Nightingale 04/20 

Terry Crawford 04/21 

Annabelle Bradley 04/25 

Bonnie Arnold 04/26 

Mindy McLeod 04/26 

Monte Campbell 04/27 

John W. Moore 04/27 

 

 

April Birthdays 

Sandra Hilton 04/01 

Tessa Gault 04/02 

Laura Crivceag 04/03 

Cade Kravitz 04/03 

Jonathan Matarrese 04/03 

Adriel Van Kleek 04/03 

Jim Fahey 04/05 

John Weber 04/05 

Penny Fahey 04/06 

Sherry Rutherford 04/06 

Kahori Elmer 04/07 

Edmund LeDoux 04/07 

Marnie Washburn 04/08 

Annie Willems 04/08 

Allen Bathurst 04/10 

April Anniversaries 

Bob & Carolyn Gutz 04/01 

Jerry & Sherry Rutherford 04/06 

Steve & Mary Ann Elmore 04/13 

Rich & Julia Dominick 04/25 

 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries... 

Youth Pastor... 

Spring is definitely here! ☺ 
For Spring Break, our Youth 
Group students had so many 
opportunities to connect with 
each other in a positive man-
ner.  We painted, we helped 
move lots of sand and bark 
dust, there was a Nerf War, 
and we had a dinner with a 
show.  We even got to meet 
some new faces and look 
forward to seeing them 
again.   

Here is more exciting news; 
this year’s summer camp 
theme at Camp Tapawingo is 
called “Anyway”.  I am excit-
ed to hear how God will lead 
our speakers to share con-
cerning this idea of doing the 

right thing “anyway” even 
when we don’t necessarily 
feel like it. Here are the up-
coming Summer Camp dates: 

Junior Camp  
(entering grades 3rd-6th)  
July 8th – 12th 

Middle School Camp 
(entering grades 6th-9th)  
June 23rd – 29th 

High School Camp  
(entering grades 9th – 12th)  
July 14th- 20th 
 

Our church offers a $100 
scholarship to go towards 
summer camp fees if stu-
dents memorize a Bible pas-
sage.  You can find this list in 

the church foyer or you can 
email me at:  
pastor_bobby@comcast.net.  
The scholarship verses need 
to be recited before June 2nd, 
so starting now is a really 
good idea. ☺  

I feel very strongly about the 
impact summer camp has 
upon students and the ability 
it has encouraging them to 
grow spiritually.  If you have 
any questions about summer 
camp, please don’t hesitate 
to ask me.   

Thank you for all your                  
prayers! 

In His Grip,  
Pastor Bobby 

mailto:pastor_bobby@comcast.net


Marcus Elmer 
Senior Pastor 
 

Greg Denney 
Worship Pastor 
 

Bobby Van Kleek 
Youth Pastor 
 

Sorin Crivceag 
Hispanic Pastor 
 

Ron McNinch 
Community Life Pastor 
 

McKenzie O’Neil 
Children’s Director  
 

Julie Brumfield 
Church Administrator 

Sunday First Hour         9:00 a.m. 
  Worship Service & Classes 
 
  Second Hour      10:45 a.m. 
  Worship Service & Classes 
  Hispanic Service 
       
  Awana Club      6:00 p.m.  
  September—May  
 
Tuesday Middle School Youth Group    6:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday High School Youth Group   6:30 p.m. 
  Breakthrough Prayer Team    7:00 p.m. 

W e s t  H i l l s  C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h  

1650 Brush College Rd. NW   Salem, OR 97304                  

Phone: 503-362-7621        www.westhillscc.com 
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